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Thought for Meditation: 
The most important thing in prayer according to Jesus is dogged persistence, not because God needs 

our nagging but because we need to keep learning how to be in conversation with a true, living God who 
responds not always as we ask, but as God knows we need… Persist. Go ahead and knock. The door will be 
opened just a bit more, though not always leading into a place you expected. Sometimes what seems to us 
as unanswered prayer is an unexpected answer. What sounded like no was God giving us not what we 
thought we just had to have, but what we had no idea we needed.  
Will Willimon 

 

Prelude    Prelude and Meditation on “Olivet”              Barr 

Welcome and Announcements                    Doug Marshall 

Call To Worship   Psalm 96:1-3                         Michael Cochenour 
 L:  Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
 P:  Sing to the LORD, praise his name;  proclaim his salvation day after day.  
 L:  Declare his glory among the nations his marvelous deeds among all the peoples. 
 P:  Let us sing our praises to the God who reigns above all creation. 
 L:  Let us worship God. 
 

* Hymn of Praise  Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above         #97 
 

Prayer of Confession 
O Lord, our God, you welcome us into your presence and promise to answer our prayers, yet we are 

hesitant to share with You our needs.  We want to be self-reliant and try to solve our own problems.  We 
don’t really trust You with our lives and our struggles.   
 Forgive us, Heavenly Father, and make us whole.  Transform us that our prayers may be bold, our 
faith may be strong, and our eyes may be open to what You have done and are doing for us and for those we 
love.  In the name of Jesus, who loves us and died for us…   
Silent Prayer of Confession. 

Assurance of Forgiveness  Psalm 136:1-3, 24 
L:  Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. 

 P:  His steadfast love endures forever. 
 L:  Give thanks to the God of gods. 
 P:  His steadfast love endures forever. 
 L:  Give thanks to the Lord of lords. 
 P:  His steadfast love endures forever. 
 L:  God has freed us from our sin. 
 P:  His steadfast love endures forever. 
 L:  God’s steadfast love is expressed in Jesus Christ. 
 P:  We are forgiven and free to live in God’s steadfast love. 
 ALL:  Alleluia!  Praise the Lord! 
 

* Passing of the Peace 
L:  Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
P:  And also with you. 

Please pass the peace of Christ to your neighbors in the pews and introduce yourself to those you do not 
know. 



* Glory Be To The Father           #813 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 
 World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
Baptism    Everly Hunter Lecnar         (page 5 of bulletin) 

 
Piano Solo           Amazing Grace                                       Brian Hacker 
 
Scripture    Acts 12:1-17 

Sermon    The Answer Keeps Knocking 

* Hymn of Response   I Need Thee Every Hour      #638 

*Affirmation of Faith   The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose again from the dead; He ascended to heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.   Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
 

Call for Tithes and Offerings 
 

Offertory    Old Hundredth            Krapf 
 
* Doxology             #815 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow.   
 Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
 Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host. 
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.     
 

* Prayer of Dedication 
 

* Hymn of Dedication   Sweet Hour of Prayer       #640 
 

* Charge and Benediction 
  
* Congregational Response  Here Our Prayer, O Lord      #641 
 Here our prayer, O Lord, Here our prayer, O Lord; 
 Incline Thine ear to us  And grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 
 

* Postlude     Te Deum               Charpentier 

 

*PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE 



Baptism of Everly Hunter Lecnar, 
daughter of Sunny & Luke Lecnar 

 
 
 

Introduction  
 

Presentation           Elder Kathy Brady 
 

Questions to the Parents      
 

1) Who is your Lord and Savior?   Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. 
 
2) Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil 

and its power in the world?          We do. 
 

3) Do you claim God’s covenant promise on your daughter’s behalf, and do you look in faith 
to the Lord Jesus Christ for her salvation?  Do you?    We do. 

 
4) Do you promise, in humble reliance upon God’s grace, to set before Everly an example of 

the new life in Christ, by growing in your own faith and participating in the life of this 
church?  Do you?         We do. 

 
Question to the Congregation      
Our Lord Jesus Christ ordered us to teach those who are baptized.  Do you the people of this 
church, promise to tell Everly the good news of the gospel, to help her know all that Christ 
commands, and by your fellowship, to strengthen her ties with the household of God so that 
through this Christian nurture she may come to make her own profession of faith and serve 
Christ in the Church and the world?  If so, say “we do.”          We do. 

 
Prayer of Baptism 

 
Baptism 

 
Welcome 

 
Prayer 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Welcome to Grace Community Presbyterian Church this morning. Michael Cochenour will be your greeter 
today.  Please join us for Coffee Fellowship in Cana Hall after worship today.  The Fellowship and Nurture 
Committee will be your host. 
 
 
 

GREETER(s) are needed for the month of August.  Sign-up sheets are located by the 
bulletin board by the office.   

 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S MUSIC:  Ray Palmer wrote “My Faith Looks up to Thee” in 1830, shortly after his graduation from 
Yale University, while working as a tutor at a New York school. He kept it to himself until meeting composer 
Lowell Mason on a street in Boston. When Mason asked him to write something for a new hymnal, Palmer dug 
out his old notes and produced these lyrics, written two years earlier. After taking the lyrics home and reading 
them, Mason composed the tune, a tune that he named “Olivet” (the basis for today’s prelude). 
 Mrs. Layyah Barakat, a native of Syria, was educated in Beirut and then taught for a time in Egypt. Driven 
out in 1882 by the insurrection of Arabi Pasha, she, with her husband and child, came to America by way of 
Malta and Marseilles. While in this country she frequently addressed large audiences, to whom her deep 
earnestness and broken but piquant English proved unusually attractive.  Among other incidents she related 
that she had been permitted to see the conversion of her whole family, who lived in Lebanon. Her mother, 
sixty-two years of age, had been taught “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” in Arabic. They would sit on the house 
roof and repeat it together; and when the news came back to Syria that the daughter was safe in America, her 
mother could send her no better proof of her faith and love than to send the beautiful words of this hymn, 
assuring her daughter that her own faith still looked up to Christ. 
 Marc-Antoine Charpentier composed six Te Deum settings, although only four of them have survived. 
Largely because of the great popularity of its prelude (used today for our postlude), the best known is the Te 
Deum in D major. It was written as a grand motet for soloists, choir, and instrumental accompaniment, 
probably between 1688 and 1698, during Charpentier's stay at the Church of Saint-Louis in Paris, where he 
held the position of musical director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

This Week’s Calendar 
July 31 – August 6 

 
Sunday   Adult Sunday School     9:00am

     Special Session Meeting     9:30am 
Worship      10:00am 

Tuesday   Bible Study       1:00pm 
Thursday   Ladies Club       6:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Looking Ahead 
August 7 - 13 

 
August 7   Adult Sunday School     9:00am

     Worship      10:00am 
     Communion 

August 9   Bible Study       1:00pm 
August 11   CE Committee Meeting     3:00pm 

 
 

 
  

CALENDAR SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Grace Community Presbyterian Church 
2751 Grant Street, Lower Burrell, PA 15068 

(724) 339-9661 
Website:  www.gracecommunitypresbyterian.org 

 
Worship Service is at 10:00am 

 
Church Staff: 
Pastor:   Doug Marshall, Interim Pastor 

    doug@gracecommunitypresbyterian.org 
Secretary:    Wendy Stein Clark 

    secretary@gracecommunitypresbyterian.org 
Christian Ed.:  Bill Ludwig  
Organist:    Kenneth McGeary 
Treasurer:  Ray Zerjav 
Custodian:  John Baron and Paul Zunich 
 
 
Elders        Deacons 
Reitha Bieranoski      Darlene Artman 
Cathy Brady       Rich Artman        
Cathy Christoforetti      Gary Barbiaux 
Ben Edwards       Judy Barbiaux 
David Highfield       Elsie Deem 
Dan Howard       Margie Bistline 
Henry Kedzierski      Beulah Brown 
Val Lester       Jackie Chickerella 
John Napierski       Cindy Irvin* 
Sharon Rupert       Terri Ludwig 
Stephanie Tutka       Lavonne Pelisari 
Cathy Vitari (clerk)      Debbie Roskey 
         Mary Ann Walter 
         Lou Walter 
         Shirley Wilson 
 

                                      *Denotes Moderator 
 

 


